Demography of dialysis and transplantation in children in Europe, 1984. Report from the European Dialysis and Transplant Association Registry.
The demography of treatment of children by renal replacement therapy in Europe is presented based on returns of individual patient questionnaires to the EDTA Registry up until the close of 1984. Patient questionnaires for 1984 were completed by all centres which defined themselves as special paediatric units. A total of 4983 patients have been reported to the Registry up until 31 December 1984 as having commenced renal replacement therapy under the age of 15. Of these, 1570 were known to be alive on a defined form of treatment at the end of 1984 and still under the age of 15. The numbers of these patients kept alive by different forms of treatment in individual countries are presented. The stock of patients aged under 15 at the end of 1984 exceeded 30 per million child population in Belgium, France, Iceland and Luxembourg. The highest age specific acceptance rates for children onto renal replacement therapy during 1984 were noted in those aged between 10 and 14 at first treatment. Age specific acceptance rates for children varied greatly between individual countries, and 18 countries reported no new patients under the age of 5 during 1984. Transplant activity in paediatric patients during 1984 has been analysed and results on regrafting presented. Proportional distribution of primary renal diseases amongst children commencing therapy in 1984 is shown according to age at start of treatment. Haemolytic uraemic syndrome was reported as the cause of end-stage renal failure in 12.0% of children commencing treatment under the age of 5, and 12.3% of children between 5 and 9. Finally, information on cause of death in paediatric patients dying during 1984 is presented, and shows cardiovascular disease was the leading cause of mortality.